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SUBJECT: RESIGNATION OF MEXICAN AGRARIAN REFORM SECRETARY 

1 . SECRETARY OF AGRARIAN REFORM JORGE ROJO LUGO SUBMITTED 
HIS RESIGNATION JUNE 1 TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO AND 
RESUMED HIS POST AS GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HIDALGO, 

REPLACING JOSE LUIS SUAREZ MOLINA WHO HAD SERVED AS ACTING 
GOVERNOR DURING ROJO'S LEAVE OF ABSENCE. ROJO IS THE 
FOURTH CABINET OFFICER TO HAVE RESIGNED DURING THE JLP 
ADMINISTRATION, THE OTHERS BEING MOCTEZUMA CID (TREASURY), 

CARLOS TFJ.T.O (PROGRAMMING AND BUDGET), AND MUNOZ LEDO 
(EDUCATION). SUBSECRETARY MIGUEL OSORIO MARBAN IS SERVING 
AS ACTING SECRETARY OF SRA. THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SEC- 
RETARIAT HAS DENIED REPORTS THAT PRI HEAD CARLOS SANSORES 
PEREZ WILL REPLACE ROJO, AND HAS SAID A SUCCESSOR WILL BE 
NAMED DURING WEEK OF JUNE 4. 

2. COMMENT: ROJO'S RESIGNATION CAME AS SOMETHING OF A 
SURPRISE, ALTHOUGH POLITICAL PUNDITS ARE HAVING A FIELD 
DAY SPECULATING ABOUT THE CAUSES AND SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS 
RESIGNATION. SOME SELF-PROCLAIMED POLITICAL EXPERTS CLAIM 
TO HAVE DIVINED THROUGH JLP'S RECENT STATEMENTS ON THE 
AGRARIAN SECTOR THAT ROJO'S DAYS AS SRA SECRETARY WERE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 09268 052201Z 

NUMBERED. MOTIVES FOR ROJO'S RESIGNATION RANGE FROM RE- 
PORTS THAT JLP WAS DISSATISFIED WITH HIS MANAGEMENT OF 
THE POLITICALLY SENSITIVE SRA PORTFOLIO TO SUGGESTIONS BY 
EMBASSY CONTACTS CLOSE TO ROJO THAT HE WAS FRUSTRATED IN 
THE JOB, SAW NOTHING BUT PROBLEMS AHEAD, AND PREFERRED- 
WITH THE BLESSING OF SECRETARY OF GOVERNMENT JESUS REYES 
HEROLES-TO RESUME THE POLITICALLY SAFER POSITION OF 
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GOVERNOR OF HIDALGO. SUAREZ, WHO TOOK ROJO'S PLACE IN 
DECEMBER 1976, HAD COME UNDER INCREASING CRITICISM BOTH 
IN THE PRESS AND GOVERNMENT CIRCLES FOR HIS INEPT PERFORM- 
ANCE AS GOVERNOR. HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE ENGINEERED A 
STATE CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE THAT WOULD HAVE COMPELLED ROJO 
TO RESUME HIS FUNCTIONS WITHIN THREE YEARS OF HIS TAKING 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE OR LEGALLY RENOUNCE HIS RIGHT TO RESUME 
THE POSITION. IT WAS WIDELY NOTED THAT SUAREZ WAS NOT ON 
HAND WHEN ROJO OFFICIALLY RESUMED HIS POSITION AS GOVERNOR. 

3. AS YET THERE IS NO INDICATION WHO WILL REPLACE ROJO AS 
SECRETARY OF SRA. THERE IS SPECULATION THAT JLP WILL AP- 
POINT A TECHNOCRAT RATHER THAN THE KIND OF POLITICAL 
FIGURE WHO HAS TRADITIONALLY HEADED SRA. SOME EMBASSY 
CONTACTS. HOWEVER. THINK THAT THE PRESIDENT INTENDS EVEN- 
TUALLY TO FUSE AGRARIAN REFORM WITH THE AGRICULTURE SECRE- 
TARIAT AND WILL IN EFFECT MAKE ONLY AN INTERIM APPOINTMENT. 
SEVERAL SOURCES SUGGEST THAT THERE WILL BE A CHANGE IN 
LEADERSHIP AT THE AGRICULTURE SECRETARIAT WITHIN A FEW 
MONTHS, PRESUMABLY AS PART OF A GENERAL POLITICAL RESHUF- 
FLING THAT WILL ALSO INCLUDE A CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP OF 

THE PRI. 

4. IN TERMS OF POLICY IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT ROJO'S 
RESIGNATION WILL SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE SRA PROGRAM 
INCREASED PRODUCTION RATHER THAN MORE LAND DISTRIBUTION- 
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WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN APPROVED BY PRESIDENT LOPEZ POR- 
TILLO. WHILE MEXICAN POLITICIANS ARE NOTORIOUSLY AMBI- 
TIOUS AND OFTEN WILLING TO ACCEPT ANY PROMOTION AS A STEP 
TOWARD THE GOLDEN RING, THERE MAY BE NO LEMMING-LIKE RUSH 
OF POLITICAL APPLICANTS FOR THE DIFFICULT AND ALWAYS CON- 
TROVERSIAL SRA POST. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, JLP'S 
EVENTUAL SELECTION OF A REPLACEMENT FOR ROJO SHOULD 
PROVIDE SOME INSIGHT AS TO HOW THE PRESIDENT VIEWS THE 
FUTURE OF SRA IN THE GENERAL SCHEME OF HIS OVERALL PLANS 
FOR BRINGING ABOUT AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE BACKWARD AND 
SERIOUSLY AFFLICTED AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. LUCEY 
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